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Bath Quays: The Glass

Lorraine Mepham

The glass assemblage, which amounts to 335 pieces from the excavation, includes vessel and
window glass, and a small number of objects. All glass is of post-medieval/modern date.

The glass has been quantified by type (e.g. bottle, phial, window glass, etc.), and Table 1
presents the totals by type. A full list of glass by context is given in Appendix 1.

Table 1: Breakdown of glass assemblage by type

Glass type No. pieces
BOTTLE 277
Green wine bottle c¢.1680-1830 203
Later wine/beverage 43
Other bottle/jar 31
OTHER VESSEL 32
Phial 19
Jar 5
Other 8
WINDOW GLASS 36
OBIJECTS 8
Button 1
Marble Codd closures 3
Other 4
UNCERTAIN 6
TOTAL 359

Vessel Glass
The vessel glass is dominated by containers in the form of wine and other beverage bottles,
and of these, hand-blown green wine bottles dating between c. 1630 and c. 1830 are by far
the most common. These fall into a three-fold division of ‘onion’ (c¢. 1680—1730), ‘mallet’ (c.
1725-60) and ‘cylindrical’, including ‘squat cylindrical’ (¢. 1735-1830); terminology and
dating follows Dumbrell (1983). While there are a number of fragments that could not be
ascribed to specific bottle type, no diagnostic examples of the ‘shaft-and-globe’ form (c.
1630-80) were identified, and it seems reasonably safe to assume that the wine bottle glass
probably dates no earlier than ¢. 1680. There is one example of an octagonal wine bottle
(ibid., ch. 10).

Later wine bottles are represented by machine-made examples in green glass, also
including clear glass bottles with the flat band-like collar around the rim typical of French

wine bottles of the 19th century and later (Dumbrell 1983, 134). Also present are other types
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of mould-blown and machine-made beverage bottles (for beer, mineral waters and other soft
drinks). These include Hamilton (torpedo) bottles, bottles with Codd closures as well as later
cylindrical bottles with ‘blob-top’ rims for cork closures, and beaded rims for crown closures.
A few bottles carry proprietary marks, mostly of local manufacturers: The Bath Brewery, ] B
Bowler, Brooke & Co., Hughes & Co., Ross’s of Belfast, Sainsbury Brothers and Schweppes.
Apart from Ross’s and Schweppes, all these are Bath-based companies. A substantial group
of these later bottles, probably dating to the late 19th or early 20th century, were taken as a
sample from an early 20th-century dump layer (1406) in the corner of Building 34 (New
Quay); this included 14 small beverage bottles (one with the Bath Brewery’s mark), two wine
bottles of French style and two Codd bottles (one with J B Bowler’s mark).

Other bottles and jars are largely machine-made examples of later 19th- or 20th-
century date, for foodstuffs (e.g. sauces, meat/fish paste), pharmaceuticals and household
goods. Two ribbed bottles (one green and one blue) are embossed ‘Not to be taken’; another
bottle carries the mark of Steele and Marsh of Bath, with ‘tablespoon’ gradations down the
side. Another ribbed bottle held MIL-SAN, presumably a household cleaner or similar. The
ribbed bottles, and five complete jars, came from dump layer 1406 alongside the bottles.

Three bottles, however, are earlier; all are hand-blown. Two are represented by wide-
mouthed necks with string rims; the bodies were probably octagonal, and these wide-
mouthed vessels, although similar in manufacture to wine bottles of the period, are dated to
the mid-18th century and are thought to have been intended for use as preserve bottles
(Dumbrell 1983, 146—7, pl. 55 and fig. 226). The third bottle (ON 43, from make-up layer
1848) is a small octagonal form, of which only the lower half survives; on one side is an
applied bottle seal with the mark of Md. Rosalie Bode, Bath. Madame Bode was a well-
known figure in Bath; she was born in 1772 in ‘foreign parts’, according to the 1841 census;
there are references to her working as a milliner, between 1815 and 1842, variously in Gay
Street, Wood Street and Pulteney Bridge (Mangin 1815; Gye’s Bath Directory of 1819,
Hunt’s Directory of 1824, Pigot’s Directories of 1822, 1830 and 1842); she died in 1844. The
bottle presumably held some kind of beauty product.

Phials and other vessels

Eighteen phials were identified from the excavation assemblage, of which seven are
complete. All are of cylindrical form, although varying in proportions (some are shorter and
squatter than others), size and colour (both greenish and colourless glass was used). The type

appeared in the second half of the 17th century, and became predominant in the 18th century,
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continuing in use into the 19th century. The variation in size, shape and colour seen here
seems to follow a chronological sequence spanning this period: cylindrical phials generally
became longer and slimmer through time (17th- and 18th-century examples tend to be shorter
and wider), while the basal kick became shallower through the 18th century. Earlier phials
were made in greenish or aquamarine glass, with colourless glass used from the mid-18th
century (Castillo Cardenas 2014, 314).

Drinking vessels are very poorly represented here; there are just two examples of
wine glasses, both of 19th- or 20th-century date, although a few miscellaneous small
fragments of thin-walled glass could belong either to drinking vessels or to phials.

One cylindrical cut-glass vessel (possibly a vase) was also recovered.

Window glass

The window glass is not susceptible to close dating, but the presence of a high proportion of
fragments in greenish or blue-greenish glass suggests a date for most pre-dating the 19th
century; there are some definite fragments of crown glass, and a few flame-rounded edges.

The only complete quarry is a small rectangular one in a later, clear glass.

Objects

Apart from the ubiquitous glass marbles (three, all probably Codd bottle closures), there are
three other objects: a button in dark green/black glass; a small biconical cut-glass object with
wire attachments on each side, possibly a chandelier glass; and a small globular object with a

rear loop attachment, in clear glass with a dark blue “pupil’, possibly a toy’s eye.
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Appendix 1: Full list of glass by context

Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments
1064 PHIAL 2 17 phial, clear, cylindrical
1097 BOTTLE 1 28 modern clear square bottle
complete small cylindrical phial, pale
1112 PHIAL 1 18 blue/green, squared shoulder
1170 BOTTLE 1 3 green bottle body (modern)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1178 BOTTLE 1 56 25)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1183 BOTTLE 1 162 25)
post-med green wine bottle, base, onion (1680-
1196 BOTTLE 1 88 1730)
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1208 BOTTLE 10 375 Cl8/early C19
1208 BOTTLE 10 138 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
1208 BOTTLE 1 8 clear body (modern)
modern, complete small oval bottle, embossed
1227 BOTTLE 1 92 BREIDENBACH / LONDON
1227 BOTTLE 1 13 post-med green wine bottle, body frag

octagonal bottle, v pale blue; chemist's
(STEELE & MARSH / BATH, tablespoon

1233 BOTTLE 1 196 gradations)
1235 BOTTLE 1 21 post-med green wine bottle, rim
post-med green wine bottle, base (conjoining),
1240 BOTTLE 2 133 late C18/early C19
1240 PHIAL 1 20 complete small squat phial, pale blue/green
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1243 BOTTLE 1 64 25)
1243 BOTTLE 1 46 green bottle neck, C19/C20
1243 UNCERTAIN 2 14 modern clear glass
1244 UNCERTAIN 3 13 modern clear
1269 UNCERTAIN 1 20 surfaces degraded but probably clear, modern
post-med green wine bottle, body frag, prob
1286 BOTTLE 1 47 late C18/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, base, mallet/squat
1295 BOTTLE 1 444 | cylindrical (c.1725-1830)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1306 BOTTLE 1 98 25)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1680-
1306 BOTTLE 1 24 1700)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1725-
1306 BOTTLE 2 21 50)
post-med green wine bottle, base, cylindrical,
1306 BOTTLE 1 257 late C18/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1307 BOTTLE 3 770 | Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, base, squat
1307 BOTTLE 1 552 cylindrical (1740-1830)
1321 VESSEL 2 10 clear vessel bodies
?toy's eye, clear with dark 'pupil', rear loop
1321 OBJECT 1 1 attachment (or poss button)




Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments
1321 BOTTLE 4 7 greenish bodies, prob bottle
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1347 BOTTLE 3 285 Cl8/early C19
1348 BOTTLE 1 4 blue prismatic bottle, modern
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1354 BOTTLE 1 474 Cl8/early C19
1355 BOTTLE 1 13 post-med green wine bottle, body frag
biconical cut glass object, opposed wire
1366 OBJECT 1 7 attachments (chandelier glass?)
1367 BOTTLE 2 86 blob top and body from Hamilton bottle
green bottle, cylindrical, machine-made
1367 BOTTLE 2 63 (C19/C20)
1367 PHIAL 1 26 pale blue-green phial base, cylindrical
1387 BOTTLE 1 116 post-med green wine bottle, neck
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1387 BOTTLE 1 59 25)
almost complete clear beverage bottle (top
1406 BOTTLE 1 604 missing)
Codd bottle, top broken, BROOKE & Co /
trade mark / BATH; on reverse, POWELL &
1406 BOTTLE 1 576 | Ricketts
1406 JAR 1 157 complete clear paste jar
complete clear jar, narrow mouth, base
embossed DUERR & Co / PATENT; Duerr
and Co jam manufacturers est 1881, became
1406 JAR 1 511 limited company 1924
1406 JAR 1 149 complete small clear jar
1406 JAR 1 349 complete clear wide-mouth jar
1406 OBJECT 1 8 marble Codd closure
complete aqua beverage bottle, blob top,
1406 BOTTLE 1 463 embossed THE BATH BREWERY LIMd
conjoining, blue ?bottle with expanded footring
1406 BOTTLE 3 437 base, etched label ...BA[TH?]
complete clear wine bottle, French (collared
1406 BOTTLE 1 656 | rim)
2 complete hexagonal blue ribbed bottles (1
1406 BOTTLE 2 183 small); NOT TO BE TAKEN
12 complete small green beverage bottles, 6
1406 BOTTLE 12 3421 | blob top
8 complete small green wine bottles, French
1406 BOTTLE 8 2919 | (collared rims)
almost complete green wine bottle, French
1406 BOTTLE 1 933 (collared rim)
conjoining, Codd bottle (small), ] BBOWLER
/ BATH; JBB noted Bath waters / established
1406 BOTTLE 2 434 1864, registered trade mark
complete aqua jar, wide mouth, base C S & Co
Ld / PATENT; Cannington Shaw and Co
became limited 1892, became part of United
1406 JAR 1 306 Glass Bottles in 1913
1428 BOTTLE 3 272 green wine bottles, 3 bases, late C18/early C19




Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments
post-med green wine bottle, neck/shoulder,
1428 BOTTLE 1 47 mallet/squat cylindrical (1725-1830)
1428 BOTTLE 2 11 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
1433 VESSEL 1 19 wine goblet footring base, C19+
1452 VESSEL 1 549 cut glass cylindrical vase with heavy base
complete square ribbed bottle, screw top,
embossed MIL-SAN above base, distorted
1452 BOTTLE 1 93 (burnt)
complete hexagonal green ribbed NOT TO BE
1452 BOTTLE 1 91 TAKEN; for cork closure
1457 BOTTLE 1 27 post-med green wine bottle, body frag
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (mid
1457 BOTTLE 1 66 C18)
1460 BOTTLE 1 2 aqua body frag
1460 BOTTLE 1 5 post-med green wine bottle, body frag, C18+
1460 BOTTLE 1 21 post-med green wine bottle, shoulder, onion?
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1460 BOTTLE 1 88 Cl8/early C19
complete cylindrical phial, clear glass, rounded
1479 PHIAL 1 33 shoulder
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1479 BOTTLE 1 632 Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, base, squat
1479 BOTTLE 1 485 cylindrical (1740-1830)
complete small cylindrical phial, clear, squared
1481 PHIAL 1 25 shoulder
complete small cylindrical phial, pale blue-
1481 PHIAL 1 35 green; squared shoulder
post-med green wine bottle, cylindrical, rim
1481 BOTTLE 1 150 | (early C19)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1481 BOTTLE 1 134 | 25)
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1481 BOTTLE 3 815 Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, octagonal base
1481 BOTTLE 1 304 | (1730-90)
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1481 BOTTLE 1 508 Cl8/early C19
1481 BOTTLE 1 84 pale blue-green wine bottle base, C19?
1481 BOTTLE 1 33 post-med green wine bottle, body frag
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1483 BOTTLE 1 139 Cl8/early C19
1483 BOTTLE 3 31 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1505 BOTTLE 1 106 | C18/early C19
1505 BOTTLE 2 99 conjoining, base from bottle/jar, pale greenish
green bottle, wide-mouthed with string rim,
1505 BOTTLE 1 59 prob preserve bottle, mid C18
1532 BOTTLE 2 9 clear bottle bodies
post-med green wine bottle, basal kick, late
1532 BOTTLE 1 19 Cl18+




Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments

1532 OBJECT 1 8 marble Codd closure
1547 BOTTLE 2 49 post-med green wine bottle, bodies
1555 VESSEL 1 18 kicked base, pale green-blue

post-med green wine bottle, base, onion (1680-
1556 BOTTLE 1 42 1730)

post-med green wine bottle, onion, string rim
1556 BOTTLE 1 98 (1700-25)

post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1561 BOTTLE 1 45 25)
1561 BOTTLE 3 55 post-med green wine bottle, body frags

post-med green wine bottle, string rim (early
1562 BOTTLE 1 136 C19)

post-med green wine bottle, body, cylindrical
1562 BOTTLE 1 27 (late C18/early C19)

post-med green wine bottle, string rim (late
1579 BOTTLE 1 76 Cl7/early C18)

post-med green wine bottle, bases, onion
1581 BOTTLE 2 135 (1680-1730)

post-med green wine bottle, base, onion, very
1596 BOTTLE 1 200 worn edges and heavily oxidised
1596 BOTTLE 1 10 post-med green wine bottle, body frag

wine goblet, stem, part of footring, part of
1596 VESSEL 1 36 convex bowl
1596 PHIAL 2 12 phial: high kicked base, pale green-blue
1625 BOTTLE 2 35 post-med green wine bottle, body frags

post-med green wine bottle, base, onion (1680-
1634 BOTTLE 1 431 1730)
1634 BOTTLE 2 47 post-med green wine bottle, body frags

post-med green wine bottles (1 small), string
1634 BOTTLE 3 235 rims (1700-25)

post-med green wine bottle, string rims (1700-
1643 BOTTLE 2 211 25)

post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1643 BOTTLE 2 371 Cl8/early C19
1643 BOTTLE 1 52 post-med green wine bottle, body frag
1643 PHIAL 3 37 3 phial bases, cylindrical, pale green-blue
1645 BOTTLE 1 156 Hamilton bottle base

complete cylindrical phial, pale blue-green,
1664 PHIAL 1 37 squared shoulder
1664 PHIAL 1 16 kicked phial base, pale blue-green

post-med green wine bottle, wide mouth with

string rim (see also 1505), prob preserve bottle,
1664 BOTTLE 1 108 mid C18

post-med green wine bottles, string rims (1700-
1664 BOTTLE 4 402 25)

post-med green wine bottle, base, onion (1680-
1664 BOTTLE 1 271 1730)

post-med green wine bottle, squat cylindrical,
1702 BOTTLE 1 504 base missing (1740-1830)

post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1702 BOTTLE 3 658 Cl8/early C19




Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments
post-med green wine bottle, 4 necks, string
1702 BOTTLE 7 464 | rims (1700-25)
1702 BOTTLE 15 360 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
1702 BOTTLE 1 17 aqua bottle body frag
1702 BOTTLE 2 31 green wine bottle body frags
very thin-walled vessel glass, greenish - phial
1702 VESSEL 2 1 or drinking vessel?
post-med green wine bottle, wide short neck,
1718 BOTTLE 1 110 irregular string rim (late C17/early C18?)
1722 BOTTLE 4 33 green wine bottle
1724 BOTTLE 1 87 post-med green wine bottle, neck, onion/mallet
post-med green wine bottle, squat cylindrical
1724 BOTTLE 1 251 (1740-1830)
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1724 BOTTLE 1 385 Cl8/early C19
1724 BOTTLE 1 25 clear bottle glass, machine made
post-med green wine bottle, squat cylindrical,
1724 BOTTLE 2 310 string rims (1740-60)
1724 PHIAL 1 14 phial, kicked base, pale green-blue
complete small cylindrical phial, pale blue-
1724 PHIAL 1 28 green
post-med green wine bottle, cylindrical (1735-
1724 BOTTLE 1 141 1830)
1729 BOTTLE 2 36 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
1729 OBJECT 1 8 marble, clear, ?Codd closure
1729 BOTTLE 2 10 clear bottle/jar (1 prismatic)
post-med green wine bottle, squat cylindrical,
1731 BOTTLE 1 192 string rim (1740-60)
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1731 BOTTLE 1 607 Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, base, small
1733 BOTTLE 1 84 cylindrical, late C18/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (mid
1733 BOTTLE 1 139 C18)
post-med green wine bottle, cylindrical (early
1733 BOTTLE 1 127 C19)
post-med green wine bottle, wide mouth with
1735 BOTTLE 1 54 string rim (see also 1505), mid C18
1753 BOTTLE 3 11 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
1766 BOTTLE 1 34 clear (pearly) sauce bottle neck C19/C20
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1771 BOTTLE 2 943 Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, cylindrical, rim
1771 BOTTLE 1 145 (mid C18)
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1776 BOTTLE 3 1201 | Cl8/early C19
conjoining, post-med green wine bottle, base,
1782 BOTTLE 3 191 onion (1680-1730)
1782 BOTTLE 1 5 post-med green wine bottle, body frag
1786 PHIAL 1 4 pale blue-green phial neck




Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments
clear Codd body, embossed THIS BOTTLE
1788 BOTTLE 1 112 BELONGS TO J B BOW[LER} / B[ATH]
post-med green wine bottle, basal kick, late
1788 BOTTLE 1 54 Cl8/early C19?
1788 BOTTLE 4 72 clear, misc embossed clear bottle frags
1788 BOTTLE 2 72 Codd bottle rims
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (mid
1796 BOTTLE 1 80 C18)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (mid
1800 BOTTLE 1 145 C18)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1805 BOTTLE 1 110 | 25)
post-med green wine bottle, string rims (mid
1805 BOTTLE 2 199 C18)
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1805 BOTTLE 1 516 | Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1829 BOTTLE 1 62 Cl8/early C19
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
1829 BOTTLE 1 5 25)
1829 BOTTLE 1 109 post-med green wine bottle, rim
post-med green wine bottle, string rims (1700-
1833 BOTTLE 2 140 | 25)
post-med green wine bottle, bases, late
1833 BOTTLE 2 888 Cl18/early C19
1833 BOTTLE 1 182 square green bottle base
post-med green wine bottle, base, late
1837 BOTTLE 1 279 Cl8/early C19
1837 BOTTLE 2 18 post-med green wine bottle, body frags
complete small blue octagonal bottle
1838 BOTTLE 1 22 (C19/C20)
1838 BOTTLE 1 11 clear bottle base, embossed ...EFORD
dark green/black glass button, slightly ovoid
with carved decoration (3 leaves), with rear
1838 100 BUTTON 1 2 metal loop attachment
lower part of octagonal bottle, pale green, with
1848 43 BOTTLE 1 121 bottle seal (Md Rosalic Bode BATH)
complete small green beverage bottle,
1857 44 BOTTLE 1 164 | embossed ROSS'S / BELFAST
1866 BOTTLE 1 17 post-med green wine bottle, body frag
Late C19/early C20 glass advertising sign.
Clear glass with red paint and silvering on one
210 OBJECT 2 218 side. Only 'Co L' legible
Brown machine-made beer bottle
'SAINSBURY BROS BATH'. '01001 C.T.G.'
302 BOTTLE 1 376 on base.
Aqua machine-made soft drinks bottle
'J.B.BOWLER & SONS LTD' with 'JBBS'
monograph and 'TRADE MARK' in the centre
302 BOTTLE 1 309 and 'BATH' below.
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Context | Obj No Glass type No Wt (g) Additional Comments
Colourless machine-made soft drinks bottle
'HUGHES & Co LTD BATH'. Suction scar and
302 BOTTLE 1 320 | 'M211' on base.
post-med green wine bottle; body from
314 BOTTLE 1 63 cylindrical bottle (1730-1830)
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (late
314 BOTTLE 1 4 Cl7/early C18)
314 BOTTLE 4 17 post-med green wine bottle; body frags
Dark green post-medieval free blown wine
443 BOTTLE 2 45 bottle glass
Hamilton bottle, embossed (script) J
444 BOTTLE 1 248 Schweppes & Co
post-med green wine bottle, string rim (1700-
447 BOTTLE 1 68 25)
post-med green wine bottle; basal kick,
447 BOTTLE 1 82 cylindrical (1730-1830)
447 BOTTLE 2 50 post-med green wine bottle: body frags
Free-blown greenish phial, tubular. 24mm dia.
505 PHIAL 1 14 Over 50mm high. late C17-early C19
complete small bottle, greenish, cracked-off
801 BOTTLE 1 47 rim
below post-med green wine bottle, base (small), late
1609 BOTTLE 1 267 Cl8/early C19
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